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Approximately 13,000 B.C.��
)LUVW� NQRZQ�KXPDQ�EHLQJV� OLYH� LQ�
WKH�&DULEEHDQ�

Approximately 800 B.C.�� 7KH�
SHRSOH�ZKR�FDOO� WKHPVHOYHV�7DtQR��
RU�´PHQ�RI�JRRG�µ�DUULYH�LQ�WKH�UH�
JLRQ��:LWK�JUHDW�FDUH�IRU�WKH�HDUWK��
WKH�7DtQRV�DUH�DEOH�WR�IHHG�PLOOLRQV�
RI�SHRSOH��1R�RQH�LQ�D�FRPPXQLW\�
JRHV�KXQJU\��7KH\�SOD\�VSRUWV�DQG�
UHFLWH�SRHWU\��7KH\�DUH�JUHDW�LQYHQ�
WRUV�DQG�WUDYHO�IURP�LVODQG�WR�LVODQG��
2QH�6SDQLVK�SULHVW�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�KH�
QHYHU�VDZ�WZR�7DtQRV�ÀJKWLQJ�

7KHUH� DUH� IUHTXHQW� VNLUPLVKHV�
EHWZHHQ�7DtQRV�DQG�&DULEV�RQ�QHDUE\�
LVODQGV�� EXW� WKHVH� WKUHDWHQ� QHLWKHU�
FLYLOL]DWLRQ�

1451�� &ROXPEXV� LV� ERUQ� SURE�
DEO\�LQ�WKH�,WDOLDQ�SRUW�FLW\��*HQRD��
$W�WKH�WLPH�RI�KLV�ELUWK��WKHUH�PD\�EH�DV�PDQ\�DV����
WR�����PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�OLYLQJ�LQ�ZKDW�ZLOO�RQH�GD\�EH�
FDOOHG�WKH�$PHULFDV��7KH\�DUH�RI�PDQ\�QDWLRQDOLWLHV��
VSHDNLQJ�SHUKDSV�������GLͿHUHQW�ODQJXDJHV�

1453�� &RQVWDQWLQRSOH� �QRZ� ,VWDQEXO�� IDOOV� WR�
WKH�2WWRPDQ�7XUNV�ZKR�PDNH�LW�WKH�FDSLWDO�RI�WKHLU�
HPSLUH��)RU�(XURSHDQ�PHUFKDQWV�� WUDGH�ZLWK�$VLD�
EHFRPHV�PRUH�GL΀FXOW�

1455��&KULVWLDQ�&DVWLOH�>6SDLQ@�EHJLQV�DWWDFNV�RQ�
*UDQDGD�LQ�$QGXODVLD��WKH�ODVW�SURYLQFH�XQGHU�$UDE�
,VODPLF�UXOH�LQ�6SDLQ��7KH�$UDEV��FDOOHG�´0RRUVµ�E\�
(XURSHDQ�&KULVWLDQV��KDG�UXOHG�WKH�,EHULDQ�SHQLQVXOD�
IRU�HLJKW�FHQWXULHV�

1471��$ERXW� WKLV� WLPH��&ROXPEXV�ÀUVW�JRHV� WR�
VHD�RQ�D�*HQRHVH�VKLS�

1483�� 8QGHU� .LQJ� )HUGLQDQG� DQG� 4XHHQ�
,VDEHOOD��WKH�,QTXLVLWLRQ�LQWHQVLÀHV�LQ�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�
UHFRQTXHUHG�DUHDV�RI�6SDLQ��7KH�,QTXLVLWLRQ�DLPV�DW�
URRWLQJ�RXW�0XVOLPV�DQG�-HZV�ZKR�KDG�FRQYHUWHG�
WR�&KULVWLDQLW\�EXW�ZKRVH�FRQYHUVLRQ�WKH�,QTXLVLWLRQ�
GHHPV� � LQVLQFHUH��%HIRUH� LW� LV�RYHU�� WKUHH�FHQWXULHV�
ODWHU�� WKRXVDQGV�ZLOO� GLH��ZLWK� DQ� HVWLPDWHG� WKUHH�
PLOOLRQ�SHRSOH�GULYHQ�LQWR�H[LOH�

1484��&ROXPEXV�ÀUVW�SUHVHQWV�KLV�LGHD�WR�WKH�NLQJ�
RI�3RUWXJDO�IRU�UHDFKLQJ�WKH�,QGLHV�E\�VDLOLQJ�ZHVW��
7KH�SODQ�LV�UHMHFWHG��QRW�EHFDXVH�WKH�NLQJ·V�DGYLVRUV�
GRQ·W�EHOLHYH�WKH�ZRUOG�LV�URXQG��EXW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�
WKLQN�&ROXPEXV·V� HVWLPDWH�RI� WKH�GLVWDQFH� LV�ZD\�

TIMELINE: 
Spain, Columbus, and Taínos

WRR�VPDOO�
1486��&ROXPEXV�ÀUVW�SURSRVHV�D�ZHVWHUQ�YR\DJH�

WR� 4XHHQ� ,VDEHOOD�� ZKRVH� DGYLVRUV� SRVWSRQH� DQ\�
UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�

1488��&ROXPEXV�DSSHDOV�DJDLQ�WR�WKH�3RUWXJXHVH�
NLQJ�� $W� WKH� VDPH� WLPH�� %DUWRORPp� 'LDV� FODLPV�
$IULFD�FDQ�EH�URXQGHG�E\�VHD�WR�JHW�WR�WKH�,QGLHV��
7KLV�HOLPLQDWHV�3RUWXJDO·V�LQWHUHVW�LQ�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�
ZHVWZDUG�URXWH�

1490��4XHHQ�,VDEHOOD·V�DGYLVRUV�XUJH�WKH�TXHHQ�
WR� UHMHFW�&ROXPEXV·V� SURSRVDO�� %XW� ,VDEHOOD� NHHSV�
&ROXPEXV�RQ�WKH�UR\DO�SD\UROO��RͿHULQJ�KLP�KRSH�
KLV�SURSRVDO�ZLOO�HYHQWXDOO\�EH�JUDQWHG�

Jan. 2, 1492�� 7KH�$UDE� UXOHUV� DQG� WKHLU� FRXUW�
VXUUHQGHU�LQ�*UDQDGD��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�VXUUHQGHU�
DJUHHPHQW�� WKH� LQKDELWDQWV� RI�0XVOLP�6SDLQ�KDYH�
XQWLO�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI������WR�GHFLGH�EHWZHHQ�OLYLQJ�
XQGHU�&KULVWLDQ�UXOH�RU�H[LOH��7KRVH�ZKR�FKRRVH�WR�
VWD\�EHJLQ� WR� IHHO� WKH� WKUHDW�RI� WKH� ,QTXLVLWLRQ� LP�
PHGLDWHO\��DQG�LQ������R΀FLDO�LQTXLVLWRUV�FRPH��DQG�
IRUFHG�FRQYHUVLRQV�WR�&KULVWLDQLW\�EHJLQ�

March 30, 1492��)HUGLQDQG�DQG�,VDEHOOD�RUGHU�
DOO�-HZV�WR�OHDYH�6SDLQ�

April, 1492�� )HUGLQDQG� DQG� ,VDEHOOD� DJUHH� WR�
&ROXPEXV·V�ZHVWZDUG�YR\DJH�WR�WKH�,QGLHV��7KH\�DOVR�
DJUHH�WR�KLV�GHPDQGV������RI�DOO�WKH�ZHDOWK�UHWXUQHG�WR�
6SDLQ��WKH�WLWOH�RI�$GPLUDO�RI�WKH�2FHDQ�6HD��JRYHUQRU�
DQG�YLFHUR\�RI�DOO�WKH�WHUULWRU\�KH�GLVFRYHUV��$OO�WKHVH�
WLWOHV�DUH�WR�EH�LQKHULWHG�E\�KLV�KHLUV�

Columbus sets sail from Spain.
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Aug. 2, 1492��'HDGOLQH�IRU�-HZV�WR�OHDYH�6SDLQ��
%HWZHHQ� �������� DQG� �������� DUH� IRUFHG� RXW�� DEOH�
WR�WDNH�RQO\�ZKDW�WKH\�FDQ�FDUU\��7KH\�PXVW�OHDYH�
DOO�WKHLU�JROG��VLOYHU��MHZHOV�DQG�PRQH\�IRU�WKH�.LQJ�
DQG�4XHHQ�

Aug. 3, 1492��&ROXPEXV�GHSDUWV�IURP�3DORV�LQ�
VWHDG�RI�WKH�SRUW�RI�&DGL]��ZKLFK�LV�ÀOOHG�ZLWK�VKLSV�
WDNLQJ�VRPH�������-HZV�LQWR�H[LOH�

Oct. 12, 1492��-XDQ�5RGULJXH]�%HUPHMR��D�VDLORU�
RQ�WKH�3LQWD��VKRXWV��´/DQG��/DQG�µ�&ROXPEXV�ODWHU�
FODLPV� KH� ÀUVW� VSRWWHG� ODQG� DQG� WKXV�ZLOO� FROOHFW�
WKH�OLIHWLPH�SHQVLRQ�SURPLVHG��7KH�VKLSV�DUULYH�DW�
WKH�LVODQG��*XDQDKDQt��ZKLFK�&ROXPEXV�FODLPV�IRU�
)HUGLQDQG�DQG�,VDEHOOD��&ROXPEXV�UHFHLYHV�SUHVHQWV�
IURP�WKH�SHRSOH�KH�HQFRXQWHUV�DQG�JLYHV�WKHP�VRPH�
UHG� FDSV�� JODVV� EHDGV�� DQG� ´PDQ\�RWKHU� WKLQJV� RI�
OLWWOH�YDOXH�µ

7KH�ÀUVW�WKLQJ�KH�WULHV�WR�DVN�WKH�SHRSOH�LV�´LI�
WKH\�KDG�JROG�µ

Oct. 14��&ROXPEXV·V�WKRXJKWV�WXUQ�WR�VODYHU\��
´����:KHQ�<RXU�+LJKQHVVHV�VR�FRPPDQG��WKH\�>WKH�
,QGLDQV@�FDQ�EH�FDUULHG�RͿ�WR�&DVWLOH�RU�KHOG�FDSWLYH�
LQ�WKH�LVODQG�LWVHOI��VLQFH�ZLWK����PHQ�WKH\�ZRXOG�
EH�DOO�NHSW�LQ�VXEMHFWLRQ�DQG�IRUFHG�WR�GR�ZKDWHYHU�
PD\�EH�ZLVKHG�µ

Nov. 12��&ROXPEXV�NLGQDSV����7DtQRV��0\�PHQ�
´EURXJKW� VHYHQ�KHDG� RI�ZRPHQ�� VPDOO� DQG� ODUJH��
DQG�WKUHH�FKLOGUHQ�µ

Nov. 17��7ZR�RI�KLV�FDSWLYHV�HVFDSH�

Dec. 9��&ROXPEXV�VDLOV�LQWR�WKH�KDUERU�RI�WKH�
LVODQG� WKH�7DtQR�SHRSOH� FDOO�+D\WL�� ,WV� SODLQV� DUH�
´WKH�ORYHOLHVW�LQ�WKH�ZRUOGµ�DQG�UHPLQG�&ROXPEXV�
RI�6SDLQ��+H�FDOOV�WKH�LVODQG�(VSDxROD�

Oct./Nov./Dec.��&ROXPEXV·V�HYHU\�PRYH�LV�GH�
WHUPLQHG�E\�ZKHUH�KH�EHOLHYHV�KH�FDQ�ÀQG�JROG��2Q�
'HFHPEHU����KH�ZULWHV�LQ�KLV�MRXUQDO��´2XU�/RUG�LQ�
+LV�*RRGQHVV�JXLGH�PH�WKDW�,�PD\�ÀQG�WKLV�JROG��
,�PHDQ�WKHLU�PLQH��IRU�,�KDYH�PDQ\�KHUH�ZKR�VD\�
WKH\�NQRZ�LW�µ�6WLOO��E\�PLG�'HFHPEHU�&ROXPEXV�
KDV�IRXQG�YHU\�OLWWOH�JROG�

Dec. 25��&ROXPEXV·V�VKLS��WKH�6DQWD�0DULD��KLWV�
URFNV�RͿ�(VSDxROD��+H�LV�IRUFHG�WR�DEDQGRQ�LW��7KH�
7DtQR� cacique� �OHDGHU���*XDFDQDJDUt��ZHHSV�ZKHQ�
KH�KHDUV�RI�WKH�VKLSZUHFN��7DtQRV�KHOS�XQORDG�WKH�
VKLS�́ ZLWKRXW�WKH�ORVV�RI�D�VKRH�VWULQJ�µ�́ 7KH\�DUH�µ�
&ROXPEXV� ZULWHV�� ´D� SHRSOH� VR� IXOO� RI� ORYH� DQG�
ZLWKRXW�JUHHG����,�EHOLHYH�WKHUH�LV�QR�EHWWHU�UDFH�RU�
EHWWHU�ODQG�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�µ

Dec. 26��5HDOL]LQJ�KH�ZLOO�KDYH� WR� OHDYH�PHQ�
EHKLQG��&ROXPEXV�RUGHUV�D� IRUW� DQG� WRZHU�EXLOW��
+H�ZULWHV�WKDW�LW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�PDNH�WKH�,QGLDQV�
UHDOL]H�WKDW�WKH\�PXVW�VHUYH�6SDLQ·V�NLQJ�DQG�TXHHQ�
´ZLWK�ORYH�DQG�IHDU�µ

Jan. 2, 1493��&ROXPEXV�SUHSDUHV�WR�OHDYH�+D\WL��
+H�OHDYHV�EHKLQG����PHQ�DQG�RUGHUV�WKHP�´WR�GLV�
FRYHU�WKH�PLQH�RI�JROG�µ

Jan. 13�� )LUVW� UHSRUWHG� VNLUPLVK� EHWZHHQ�
6SDQLDUGV�DQG�,QGLDQV��$IWHU�ODQGLQJ�RQ�DQ�LVODQG�
WR� WUDGH� IRU� ERZV�� &ROXPEXV� ZULWHV� WKDW� PDQ\�
,QGLDQV� SUHSDUHG� ´WR� DVVDXOW� WKH� &KULVWLDQV� DQG�
FDSWXUH� WKHP�µ� 7KH� 6SDQLDUGV� ´IHOO� XSRQµ� WKHP��
´WKH\�JDYH�DQ�,QGLDQ�D�JUHDW�VODVK�RQ�WKH�EXWWRFNV�
DQG�WKH\�ZRXQGHG�DQRWKHU� LQ�WKH�EUHDVW�ZLWK�DQ�
DUURZ�µ�&ROXPEXV�EHOLHYHV�WKDW�WKHVH�SHRSOH�ZHUH�
´&DULE�DQG�WKDW�WKH\�HDW�PHQ�>WKRXJK�KH�RͿHUV�QR�
HYLGHQFH@�µ�+H�UHJUHWV�KH�GLGQ·W�FDSWXUH�VRPH�WR�
WDNH�EDFN�WR�6SDLQ�

Feb. 15��&ROXPEXV�UHWXUQV�ZLWK�UHODWLYHO\�OLWWOH�
RI�YDOXH��,Q�D�OHWWHU�ZULWWHQ�DERDUG�VKLS��&ROXPEXV�
OLHV��VD\LQJ�WKDW�RQ�(VSDxROD��́ WKHUH�DUH�PDQ\�VSLFHV�
DQG�JUHDW�PLQHV�RI�JROG�DQG�RI�RWKHU�PHWDOV�µ

Mid-April��&ROXPEXV�ZHOFRPHG�E\�)HUGLQDQG�
DQG�,VDEHOOD��7KH\�EHJLQ�SODQQLQJ�KLV�VHFRQG�YR\DJH��
2I�WKH�VL[�,QGLDQV�EURXJKW�WR�6SDLQ��RQH�ZRXOG�VWD\�
DQG�GLH�LQ�WZR�\HDUV��7KH�RWKHUV�ZRXOG�OHDYH�ZLWK�
&ROXPEXV�IRU�(VSDxROD�DQG�WKUHH�ZRXOG�GLH�HQURXWH�

May 28, 1493��7KH�NLQJ�DQG�TXHHQ�FRQÀUP�WKDW�
&ROXPEXV��KLV�VRQV�DQG�KLV�KHLUV�ZLOO�EH�$GPLUDO�DQG�
9LFHUR\�DQG�*RYHUQRU�RI�WKH�LVODQGV�DQG�PDLQODQG�
GLVFRYHUHG�´QRZ�DQG�IRUHYHU�µ

Approx. Sept./Oct. 1493��7KH�PHQ�OHIW�EHKLQG�
DW�/D�1DYLGDG�EUXWDOO\�PLVWUHDW�WKH�7DtQRV��7KH\�
VWHDO�� WDNH� VODYHV� DQG� UDSH�ZRPHQ�� ,Q� UHVSRQVH��
WKH�7DtQR�FDFLTXH��&DRQDEy��NLOOV�DOO�WKH�6SDQLDUGV�
RQ�WKH�LVODQG�

THE PEOPLE VS. COLUMBUS, ET AL.
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Sept. 25, 1493�� &ROXPEXV·V� VHFRQG� YR\DJH�
EHJLQV�� +LV� ÁHHW� LQFOXGHV� ��� VKLSV� DQG� EHWZHHQ�
�����DQG������PHQ��QR�ZRPHQ���3UHVVXUH�LV�KLJK�IRU�
&ROXPEXV�WR�PDNH�JRRG�RQ�KLV�SURPLVHV���$W�OHDVW�
VRPH�RI�WKH�PRQH\�WR�ÀQDQFH�WKH�YR\DJH�FRPHV�IURP�
ZHDOWK�WDNHQ�DZD\�IURP�6SDQLVK�-HZV�

Nov. 3, 1493�� &ROXPEXV� ODQGV� RQ� 'RPLQLFD��
2Q�*XDGHORXSH�� KLV�PHQ� JR� DVKRUH� ´ORRWLQJ� DQG�
GHVWUR\LQJ�DOO�WKH\�IRXQG�µ�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�&ROXPEXV·V�
VRQ��)HUQDQGR��7KH\�FDSWXUH����́ YHU\�EHDXWLIXO�DQG�
SOXPSµ�WHHQDJH�7DtQR�JLUOV�

Mid-Nov���&ROXPEXV·V�FUHZ�WUDS�D�VPDOO�JURXS�
RI�&DULEV� LQ�D�KDUERU�DW�ZKDW� LV�QRZ�6W��&URL[�� ,Q�
GHIHQVH��WKH�,QGLDQV�VKRRW�DUURZV�DW�WKH�6SDQLDUGV��
NLOOLQJ� RQH� DQG� ZRXQGLQJ� RQH�� 7KH� ,QGLDQV� DUH�
FDXJKW��DQG�RQH�LV�KRUULEO\�PXWLODWHG��WKHQ�NLOOHG��
E\�WKH�6SDQLDUGV�

Nov. 28��&ROXPEXV�ÀQGV�WKH�IRUW�DW�/D�1DYLGDG�
EXUQHG�

Early Feb. 1494��&ROXPEXV�VHQGV����RI�WKH����
VKLSV�EDFN�WR�6SDLQ�IRU�VXSSOLHV��6HYHUDO�GR]HQ�,QGLDQ�
VODYHV�DUH�WDNHQ�DERDUG�³�´PHQ�DQG�ZRPHQ�DQG�
ER\V�DQG�JLUOV�µ�KH�ZULWHV��+H�MXVWLÀHV�WKLV�E\�ZULWLQJ�
WKDW�WKH\�DUH�FDQQLEDOV�DQG�WKXV�VODYHU\�ZLOO�PRUH�
UHDGLO\�´VHFXUH�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�WKHLU�VRXOV�µ

&ROXPEXV�UHFRPPHQGV�WR�WKH�NLQJ�DQG�TXHHQ�
WKDW� VXSSOLHV� QHHGHG� LQ� WKH� ,QGLHV� FRXOG� EH� SDLG�
IRU� LQ� VODYHV�� ´ZHOO�PDGH�DQG�RI�YHU\�JRRG� LQWHO�
OLJHQFH�µ�DQG�WKDW�VODYH�VKLSPHQWV�FRXOG�EH�WD[HG�
WR�UDLVH�PRQH\�IRU�6SDLQ��6SDQLVK�SULHVW�%DUWRORPp�
GH�ODV�&DVDV�ODWHU�ZULWHV�WKDW�FODLPV�RI�FDQQLEDOLVP�
DUH�XVHG� WR�´H[FXVH� WKH�YLROHQFH�� FUXHOW\��SOXQGHU�
DQG�VODXJKWHU�FRPPLWWHG�DJDLQVW�WKH�
,QGLDQV�HYHU\�GD\�µ

Feb./March�� ,Q� ,VDEHOOD�� 6SDQ�
LDUGV�DUH�G\LQJ�RI�GLVHDVH��DQG�WKHUH�
LV�OHVV�IRRG�HYHU\GD\��&ROXPEXV�XVHV�
YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�6SDQLDUGV�ZKR�GLV�
REH\�KLV�RUGHUV�WR�ZRUN��$Q\�6SDQLDUG�
IRXQG�KLGLQJ�JROG�LV�́ ZHOO�ZKLSSHG�µ�
&RORQLVW� 0LFKHOH� GH� &XQHR� ZULWHV��
´6RPH�KDG�WKHLU�HDUV�VOLW�DQG�VRPH�WKH�
QRVH��YHU\�SLWLIXO�WR�VHH�µ�0DQ\�EODPH�
&ROXPEXV��JRYHUQRU�RI�WKH�LVODQG��IRU�
WKHLU�SUREOHPV��'HPRUDOL]HG��PDQ\�
ZDQW�WR�OHDYH�

Late March/early April��&ROXP�
EXV� LV� WROG� WKDW� ,QGLDQV� DUH� OHDYLQJ�
WKHLU� YLOODJHV� DQG� WKDW� WKH� FDFLTXH��
&DRQDEy�� LV�SUHSDULQJ� WR�DWWDFN� WKH�
IRUW�DW�,VDEHOOD��/DV�&DVDV�ZULWHV�WKDW�
&ROXPEXV�́ RUGHUHG�$ORQVR�GH�+RMHGD�
WR�OHDG�D�VTXDGURQ�E\�ODQG�WR�WKH�IRUW�
RI� 6DQWR� 7RPDV� DQG� VSUHDG� WHUURU�
DPRQJ�WKH�,QGLDQV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�VKRZ�
WKHP�KRZ�VWURQJ�DQG�SRZHUIXO� WKH�

&KULVWLDQV�ZHUH�µ
April 9, 1494�� +RMHGD� WDNHV� ���� PHQ� LQODQG��

FDSWXUHV�D�FDFLTXH�DQG�VRPH�UHODWLYHV��DFFXVHV�RQH�RI�
WKHIW�DQG�KDV�KLV�HDUV�SXEOLFO\�FXW�RͿ��:KHQ�+RMHGD�
UHWXUQV�WR�,VDEHOOD�ZLWK�WKHVH�DQG�RWKHU�SULVRQHUV��
&ROXPEXV�RUGHUV�D�FULHU� WR�DQQRXQFH� WKHLU�SXEOLF�
GHFDSLWDWLRQ��/DV�&DVDV�FRPPHQWV��´:KDW�D�SUHWW\�
ZD\� WR�SURPRWH� MXVWLFH�� IULHQGVKLS��DQG�PDNH� WKH�
)DLWK�DSSHDOLQJ�³�WR�FDSWXUH�D�.LQJ�LQ�KLV�RZQ�WHU�
ULWRU\�DQG�VHQWHQFH�KLP��KLV�EURWKHU�DQG�KLV�QHSKHZ�
WR�GHDWK��IRU�QR�IDXOW�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�µ

April 24, 1494��&ROXPEXV�OHDYHV�,VDEHOOD�WR�VHHN�
WKH�PDLQODQG�RI�WKH�,QGLHV�

Spring 1494��&ROXPEXV�H[SORUHV�WKH�FRDVW�RI�-D�
PDLFD��$QGUHV�%HUQDOGH]��DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�&ROXPEXV��
ZULWHV�RI�WKH�LVODQG·V�´H[WUHPH�EHDXW\�µ�&ROXPEXV�
VHWV�ORRVH�D�YLFLRXV�GRJ�DJDLQVW�WKH�,QGLDQV��%HUQDOGH]�
ZULWHV�WKDW�LW�´GLG�WKHP�JUHDW�GDPDJH��IRU�D�GRJ�LV�
WKH�HTXDO�RI����PHQ�DJDLQVW�WKH�,QGLDQV�µ

June 12, 1494��&ROXPEXV��RͿ�WKH�FRDVW�RI�&XED��
EHOLHYHV�KH�KDV�UHDFKHG�WKH�PDLQODQG��7KH�QH[W�GD\�
KH�EHJLQV�KLV�UHWXUQ�WR�(VSDxROD�

Sept. 14��&ROXPEXV�UHDFKHV�WKH�VRXWKHUQ�FRDVW�
RI�(VSDxROD��,QVWHDG�RI�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�,VDEHOOD��&ROXP�
EXV�KHDGV� WR�3XHUWR�5LFR� WR�UDLG� IRU�&DULE�VODYHV��
+RZHYHU��KH�EHFRPHV�LOO�DQG�KLV�R΀FHUV�UHWXUQ�WKH�
VKLSV�WR�,VDEHOOD�

Nov. 1494��5HWXUQLQJ�WR�6SDLQ��PXWLQHHUV�DJDLQVW�
&ROXPEXV� FRPSODLQ� WR� WKH�NLQJ�DQG�TXHHQ��7KH\�
VD\�WKHUH�LV�QR�JROG�DQG�WKDW�WKH�HQWHUSULVH�LV�D�MRNH�

Feb. 1495��&ROXPEXV�PXVW�EH�GHVSHUDWH�WR�SURYH�
WKDW�KLV�́ HQWHUSULVHµ�FDQ�EH�SURÀWDEOH��+H�URXQGV�XS�

The governor, de Ovando, lures the Taíno leader Anacaona and her 
followers to a meeting; the Spaniards burn down the meeting house and 
hang her.

Theodore de Bry
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�����7DtQRV�³�WKH�VDPH�SHRSOH�KH�KDG�HDUOLHU�GH�
VFULEHG�DV�́ VR�IXOO�RI�ORYH�DQG�ZLWKRXW�JUHHG�µ�6RPH�
����RI�WKHP�³�́ DPRQJ�WKH�EHVW�PDOHV�DQG�IHPDOHV�µ�
ZULWHV�FRORQLVW�0LFKHOH�GH�&XQHR�³�DUH�FKDLQHG�DQG�
WDNHQ�WR�VKLSV�WR�EH�VHQW�WR�6SDLQ�DV�VODYHV��´2I�WKH�
UHVW�ZKR�ZHUH�OHIW�µ�ZULWHV�&XQHR��́ WKH�DQQRXQFHPHQW�
ZHQW�DURXQG�WKDW�ZKRHYHU�ZDQWHG�WKHP�FRXOG�WDNH�
DV�PDQ\�DV�KH�SOHDVHG��DQG�WKLV�ZDV�GRQH�µ

1495��&ROXPEXV�HVWDEOLVKHV�WKH�WULEXWH�V\VWHP��
(YHU\�7DtQR�����RU�ROGHU��LV�UHTXLUHG�WR�ÀOO�D�KDZN·V�
EHOO�IXOO�RI�JROG�HYHU\���PRQWKV��7KRVH�ZKR�FRPSO\�
DUH�JLYHQ�FRSSHU�WRNHQV�WR�ZHDU�DURXQG�WKHLU�QHFNV��
:KHUH� &ROXPEXV� GHFLGHV� WKHUH� LV� OLWWOH� JROG�� ���
SRXQGV�RI�VSXQ�FRWWRQ�LV�UHTXLUHG��7KH�6SDQLDUGV�
FXW�WKH�KDQGV�RͿ�WKRVH�ZKR�GR�QRW�FRPSO\��WKH\�DUH�
OHIW�WR�EOHHG�WR�GHDWK��$V�ODV�&DVDV�ZULWHV��WKH�WULEXWH�
LV�´LPSRVVLEOH�DQG�LQWROHUDEOH�µ

&ROXPEXV�ZLOO�VRRQ�UHSODFH�WKH�WULEXWH�V\VWHP�
ZLWK�RXWULJKW�VODYHU\��WKRXJK�WKH�4XHHQ�ZLOO�UXOH�WKDW�
,QGLDQV�IRUFHG�WR�ZRUN�PXVW�EH�SDLG�´ZDJHV�µ�,W�LV�
FDOOHG�WKH�HQFRPLHQGD�V\VWHP��LQ�ZKLFK�FRORQLVWV�DUH�
VLPSO\�JUDQWHG�ODQG�DQG�QXPEHUV�RI�7DtQRV�

March 24, 1495��&ROXPEXV��DQG�KLV�EURWKHUV�'LHJR�
DQG�%DUWRORPp��ZKR�KDG�DUULYHG�HDUOLHU��VHQG�DQ�DUPHG�
IRUFH�WR�WKH�PRXQWDLQV�WR�SXW�GRZQ�7DtQR�UHVLVWDQFH�
WR�6SDQLVK�EUXWDOLW\��7KH�IRUFH�LQFOXGHV�����VROGLHUV�LQ�
IXOO�DUPRU�����YLFLRXV�GRJV�DQG����PRXQWHG�FDYDOU\��
7KH�6SDQLDUGV�FRQIURQW�D�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�7DtQRV�LQ�
D�YDOOH\����PLOHV�VRXWK�RI�,VDEHOOD��DWWDFN�WKHP�DQG��
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�&ROXPEXV·V�VRQ��´ZLWK�*RG·V�DLG�VRRQ�
JDLQHG�D�FRPSOHWH�YLFWRU\��NLOOLQJ�PDQ\�,QGLDQV�DQG�
FDSWXULQJ�RWKHUV�ZKR�ZHUH�DOVR�NLOOHG�µ

Oct. 1495��5HVSRQGLQJ�WR�UHSRUWV�RI�&ROXPEXV·V�
PLVUXOH��WKH�NLQJ�DQG�TXHHQ�VHQG�DQ�LQYHVWLJDWRU�WR�
(VSDxROD�

March 1496��&ROXPEXV�GHSDUWV�IRU�6SDLQ��7ZR�
VKLSV�PDNH�WKH�MRXUQH\��2QWR�WKHP��&ROXPEXV�IRUFHV�
���7DtQR�SULVRQHUV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�FDFLTXH��&DRQDEy��
ZKR�OHG�WKH�ÀUVW�UHVLVWDQFH�WR�6SDQLVK�UXOH�LQ�(VSDxROD��
,W�WDNHV���PRQWKV�WR�PDNH�WKH�YR\DJH��&DRQDEy�GLHV�
HQURXWH��QR�RQH�NQRZV�KRZ�PDQ\�RWKHUV�DOVR�GLH��

THE PEOPLE VS. COLUMBUS, ET AL.

&ROXPEXV�DUULYHV�DQG�DZDLWV�
DQ�DQVZHU�IURP�WKH�NLQJ�DQG�
TXHHQ�WR�KLV�UHTXHVW�IRU�D�WKLUG�
YR\DJH�

July 1496��)HUGLQDQG�DQG�
,VDEHOOD� DJUHH� WR� VHH�&ROXP�
EXV�� +H� VHWV� RXW� IRU� %XUJRV�
ZLWK� KLV� 7DtQR� VODYHV�� &R�
OXPEXV�SURPLVHV�WR�ORFDWH�WKH�
PDLQODQG�VR�WKDW�LW�ZLOO�FRPH�
XQGHU� 6SDQLVK� UDWKHU� WKDQ�
3RUWXJXHVH�FRQWURO��7KH�NLQJ�
DQG� TXHHQ�ZLOO� QRW� DJUHH� WR�
&ROXPEXV·V�SODQV�IRU�DOPRVW�
WZR�\HDUV�

May 30, 1498��&ROXPEXV·V�
WKLUG�YR\DJH�EHJLQV��7KUHH�VKLSV�KHDG�GLUHFWO\�IRU�
(VSDxROD�� DQRWKHU� WKUHH�� ZLWK� &ROXPEXV�� WUDYHO�
IDUWKHU�VRXWK��

July 31, 1498��&ROXPEXV�VDLOV�SDVW�DQG�QDPHV�
7ULQLGDG�� +H� VDZ� ZKDW� LV� WRGD\� 9HQH]XHOD�� EXW�
GLGQ·W�UHDOL]H�WKDW�LW�ZDV�WKH�PDLQODQG�

Mid-Aug. 1498��&ROXPEXV�ODQGV�LQ�(VSDxROD��
7KH� DGPLUDO� ÀQGV� 6SDQLVK� FRORQLVWV� LQ� UHEHOOLRQ�
DJDLQVW�KLV�EURWKHUV·�UXOH��+H�EDFNV�GRZQ�DQG�RͿHUV�
DPQHVW\�WR�DQ\RQH�ZKR�ZLOO�UHWXUQ�WR�6SDLQ�RU�ZLOO�
DFFHSW�IUHH�ODQG�

1500��%\�QRZ�WKH�6SDQLDUGV�KDYH�HVWDEOLVKHG�DW�
OHDVW�VHYHQ�IRUWV�LQ�(VSDxROD�DQG�DW�OHDVW�����JDOORZV�

Aug. 1500��7KH�NLQJ�DQG�TXHHQ��XSVHW�RYHU�WKH�
QHJDWLYH�UHSRUWV�RI�&ROXPEXV·V�EDG�JRYHUQPHQW��
WKRXJK�QRW�KLV�PLVWUHDWPHQW�RI�7DtQRV��VHQG�D�FRP�
PLVVLRQHU�WR�WDNH�FKDUJH�LQ�(VSDxROD��7KH�FRPPLV�
VLRQHU� DUULYHV� DPLG� DQRWKHU�XSULVLQJ� DJDLQVW� WKH�
&ROXPEXV�EURWKHUV��+H�DUUHVWV�WKHP�DQG�LQ�2FWREHU�
VHQGV�WKHP�WR�6SDLQ�IRU�WULDO�

Late Oct.��&ROXPEXV�DUULYHV�LQ�&DGL]�LQ�FKDLQV��
$�IHZ�PRQWKV�ODWHU��KH�SUHVHQWV�KLV�FDVH�WR�WKH�NLQJ�
DQG�TXHHQ��+H�GHPDQGV�KH�EH�UHLQVWDWHG�JRYHUQRU��
+H�ZLOO�PDNH�RQH�PRUH�YR\DJH�EXW�ZLOO�QHYHU�UHJDLQ�
KLV�SRZHU�

May 20, 1506�� &ROXPEXV� GLHV� LQ� 9DOODGROLG��
6SDLQ�

1542��%DUWRORPp�GH�ODV�&DVDV�ZULWHV�WKDW�D�PHUH�
����7DtQRV�VWLOO�OLYH�LQ�(VSDxROD��2QH�VFKRODU�UHFHQWO\�
HVWLPDWHG�WKDW�SHUKDSV�PRUH�WKDQ���PLOOLRQ�7DtQRV�
OLYHG�WKHUH�ZKHQ�&ROXPEXV�ÀUVW�DUULYHG�

— compiled by Bill Bigelow

Sources include: Cecil Jane, 7KH�-RXUQDO�RI�&ROXPEXV; 
Benjamin Keen, ed. 7KH�/LIH�RI�WKH�$GPLUDO�&KULVWRSKHU�
&ROXPEXV�E\�+LV�6RQ�)HUGLQDQG; Hans Koning, &ROXP�
EXV��+LV�(QWHUSULVH; Milton Meltzer, &ROXPEXV�DQG�WKH�
:RUOG�$URXQG�+LP; Samuel Eliot Morison, $GPLUDO�RI�
WKH�2FHDQ�6HD; Kirkpatrick Sale, &RQTXHVW�RI�3DUDGLVH; 
The Arab World and Islamic Resource and School Services.

$�VNHWFK�E\�&ROXPEXV�RI�QRUWKZHVW�+LVSDQLROD�
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Spain, Columbus, and Taínos

Historical Timeline (p. 99)
,Q�SUHSDULQJ�WKLV�WLPHOLQH��ZH�IRXQG�LW�HDV\�WR�

ÀQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�&KULVWRSKHU�&ROXPEXV�EXW�
PRUH�GL΀FXOW�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�WKH�7DtQRV��+RZ�ZRXOG�
\RX�H[SODLQ�WKLV"�+RZ�GR�\RX�WKLQN�WKH�&ROXPEXV�
H[SHGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�$PHULFDV�ZDV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�ZDU�
DJDLQVW�WKH�0RRUV��WKH�H[SXOVLRQ�RI�WKH�-HZV��DQG�WKH�
6SDQLVK�,QTXLVLWLRQ"��7KLV�PLJKW�EH�D�JRRG�WRSLF�IRU�
VWXGHQW�UHVHDUFK��

:KDW�PLJKW�&ROXPEXV�KDYH�WKRXJKW�DV�KH�DS�
SURDFKHG�*XDQDKDQt"�:KDW�WKRXJKWV�PLJKW�KLV�FUHZ�
KDYH�KDG"�:KDW�PLJKW�WKH�7DtQRV�KDYH�WKRXJKW�DV�
WKH\�ZDWFKHG�&ROXPEXV� DQG� KLV�PHQ� FRPH� RQWR�
WKHLU� LVODQG"�,V�WKHUH�DQ\�HYLGHQFH�WR�VXJJHVW�WKDW�
WKH�7DtQRV�WKRXJKW�&ROXPEXV�ZDV�D�JRG"�:K\�KDV�
WKLV�P\WK�EHFRPH�VR�ZLGHVSUHDG"��6WXGHQWV�FRXOG�
ZULWH�D�VHW�RI�LQWHULRU�PRQRORJXHV��FRQWUDVWLQJ�WKH�
WKRXJKWV�RI�6SDQLDUGV�DQG�7DtQRV��

:KDW�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�WKH�REMHFWLYH�RI�&ROXPEXV·V�
ÀUVW�YR\DJH"�2Q�-DQXDU\�����&ROXPEXV�HQFRXQWHUV�
ZKDW�KH�GHFLGHV�LV�UHVLVWDQFH��:K\�GRHV�KH�SUHVXPH�
WKDW�WKHVH�SHRSOH�DUH�&DULEV�DQG�QRW�7DtQRV"�+RZ�
GRHV�&ROXPEXV�MXVWLI\�WDNLQJ�VODYHV"�:KDW�SUHYHQWHG�
WKH�7DtQRV�IURP�PRXQWLQJ�DQ�HͿHFWLYH�UHVLVWDQFH�WR�
&ROXPEXV·V�LQYDVLRQ"

:ULWH�WKH�WKRXJKWV�RI�&ROXPEXV·V�7DtQR�NLGQDS�
YLFWLPV�DV�WKH\�DUULYH�LQ�6SDLQ�

:ULWH�&DRQDEy·V�LQWHULRU�PRQRORJXH�DV�KH�LV�OHG�
LQ�FKDLQV�RQWR�D�VKLS�ERXQG�IRU�6SDLQ��5HFDOO�WKDW�KH�
OHG�WKH�ÀUVW�UHVLVWDQFH�WR�WKH�6SDQLVK�RQ�+D\WL�

:ULWH�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�HSLWDSK�IRU�&ROXPEXV�
+DYH�VWXGHQWV�GR�PRUH�UHVHDUFK�DQG�FRQWLQXH�WKH�

WLPHOLQH��+DYH�WKHP�FKRRVH�HYHQWV�RQ�WKH�WLPHOLQH�
WR� UHVHDUFK�PRUH� WKRURXJKO\��$UH� WKHUH� SDUWLFXODU�
´FKRLFH� SRLQWVµ� VXJJHVWHG� LQ� WKH� WLPHOLQH� ZKHUH�
SHRSOH·V�GHFLVLRQV�FRXOG�KDYH�UHVXOWHG�LQ�GLͿHUHQW�
KLVWRULFDO�RXWFRPHV"

$OVR�VHH�´7DONLQJ�%DFN�WR�&ROXPEXVµ��S�������
IRU�RWKHU�WHDFKLQJ�LGHDV�

“Open Your Hearts”

Adapted from las Casas (p. 103)
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�$QWRQLR�GH�0RQWHVLQRV��ZKDW� LV�

ZURQJ�ZLWK�6SDQLVK�UXOH�LQ�WKH�,QGLHV"�:KDW�GRHV�
0RQWHVLQRV� WKLQN� DERXW� 1DWLYH� SHRSOH"� 'RHV� KH�
EHOLHYH�1DWLYH�SHRSOH�VKRXOG�UXOH�WKHPVHOYHV"�+RZ�
GLG�0RQWHVLQRV�ZDQW�WKH�6SDQLDUGV�RQ�WKH�LVODQG�WR�

FKDQJH"�'LG�KH�ZDQW�WKHP�WR�JHW�RXW�RI�WKH�,QGLHV"�
:K\�DUH�&ROXPEXV�DQG�WKH�RWKHUV�VR�XSVHW"�:K\�
GRQ·W�WKH\�MXVW�LJQRUH�0RQWHVLQRV"�:KDW�GLG�0RQ�
WHVLQRV�ULVN"

:ULWH�WKH�WKRXJKWV�RI�0RQWHVLQRV�SUHSDULQJ�IRU�
KLV�VHFRQG�VHUPRQ��$QG�RU�DVN�VWXGHQWV�WR�LPSUR�
YLVH�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�EHWZHHQ�0RQWHVLQRV�DQG�)DWKHU�
&RUGRED�

:ULWH� WKH�UHDFWLRQ�RI�D�7DtQR�FDFLTXH� WR�0RQ�
WHVLQRV��'RHV�KH�DSSURYH�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ�0RQWHVLQRV�
VD\V�DQG�GRHV"

(QFRXUDJH�VWXGHQWV�WR�UHVHDUFK�6SDQLDUGV�OLNH�
%DUWRORPp�GH�ODV�&DVDV��DXWKRU�RI�WKH�ERRN�WKDW�WKLV�
H[FHUSW�LV�DGDSWHG�IURP��ZKR�IRXJKW�IRU�1DWLYH�ULJKWV�
LQ�WKH�$PHULFDV�

Ceremony

Poem by Leslie Marmon Silko (p. 114)
5HDG�́ &HUHPRQ\µ�DORXG��:KR�LV�WKH�́ WKH\µ�ZKR�

WULHV�WR�GHVWUR\�WKH�VWRULHV"�:K\�ZRXOG�́ WKH\µ�ZDQW�
WKRVH�VWRULHV�GHVWUR\HG"�:KRVH�HYLO�LV�PLJKW\"�:K\�
FDQ·W�LW�RYHUSRZHU�WKH�VWUHQJWK�RI�WKH�VWRULHV"

+DYH�VWXGHQWV�EULQJ�LQ�VWRULHV�IURP�WKHLU�OLYHV�
³�RQHV�WKDW�WHDFK��WKDW�DPXVH��WKDW�UHPHPEHU��6HDW�
VWXGHQWV� LQ�D�FLUFOH��PD\EH�HYHQ�RQ� WKH�ÁRRU��DQG�
VKDUH� WKHVH� DV� D� JURXS��$IWHUZDUG� WDON� DERXW� WKH�
UROHV�VWRULHV�SOD\�LQ�RXU�IDPLOLHV�DQG�LQ�RXU�FXOWXUHV�

Columbus Day

Poem by Jimmie Durham (p. 123)
5HDG�WKH�SRHP�DORXG��$VN�VWXGHQWV�WR�YLVXDOL]H�

WKH�GHVFULSWLRQV�
+RZ�GRHV� WKH�SRHP�PDNH�\RX� IHHO"�:K\"� ,V�

'XUKDP�DQJU\��VDG��KRSHIXO"�:K\�GR�\RX�WKLQN�KH�
ZURWH�WKH�SRHP"�:KDW�HOVH�KDV�EHHQ�OHIW�RXW�RI�WKH�
VFKRRO�FXUULFXOXP�WKDW�VKRXOG�EH�WKHUH"

8VH�'XUKDP·V�SRHP�DV�D�SURPSW�IRU�VWXGHQWV�WR�
ZULWH��%HJLQ��´,Q�VFKRRO�,�ZDV�WDXJKW���µ�DQG�EHJLQ�D�
VHFRQG�YHUVH��´1R�RQH�PHQWLRQHG���µ

&KRRVH�VRPHRQH�UHIHUUHG�WR�E\�-LPPLH�'XUKDP�
³�&KDVNH��0DQ\�'HHGV�³�DQG�ZULWH�D�SRHP�IURP�
RQH� RI� WKHLU� SHUVSHFWLYHV��2U�ZULWH� D� SRHP�DERXW�
SHRSOH� IURP� DQRWKHU� JURXS� WKDW� KDV� WUDGLWLRQDOO\�
EHHQ�VLOHQFHG�LQ�WKH�FXUULFXOXP�
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